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CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR DIGITAL DRUG ABUSE
IN THE SAUDI SYSTEM

Asrar Saad Althalabi
Master of Arts in Criminal Law and Criminal Sciences,
Naif Arab University for Security Sciences, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

(Received 12/07/1445 H., Accepted for Publication 29/10/1445 H.)

Abstract. The study addresses the problem of drug and psychoactive substance abuse, a phenomenon that most countries
around the world are keen to combat due to its dangerous impact on society. It is considered one of the most perilous
crimes leading individuals and nations towards mental deterioration and societal destruction. Given the increasing drug use,
especially among the youth, it is recognized as the primary destructor of society, posing a major hindrance to
developmental efforts with its adverse effects on health, social aspects, and the economy. Consequently, it falls within the
focus of state authorities and institutions, underscoring the severity arising from drug abuse.

The study provides a set of recommendations, with a primary focus on closing legislative gaps in the anti-drug system
to encompass digital drugs, along with specifying associated penalties. Additionally, it suggests the creation of modern
methods utilizing artificial intelligence to alert electronic device users when listening to audio files with fluctuating
frequencies that could impact the mind, preventing them from reaching addiction unknowingly.

Keywords: Drug abuse, Traditional, Digital.
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LOOKS AT THE LEGAL REGULATION OF SOURCES OF
OBLIGATION (PERSONAL RIGHT) IN THE
NEW SAUDI CIVIL TRANSACTIONS LAW

Adnan Ibrahim Sarhan
Professor of Civil Law, Dean of College of Law,
University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

(Received 11/09/1445 H., Accepted for Publication 29/10/1445 H.)

Abstract. After a long period of Saudi courts applying Islamic Sharia, and some special laws, the Saudi Civil Transactions
System was issued for the year 1444 AH / 2023 AD, to govern private civil financial relations, those related to personal
rights “obligations” or real rights. We found it appropriate to comment on the provisions of this law, especially those
related to the sources of obligation, “the personal right,” with the intention of joining the first group of researchers who
expressed their opinions on the texts of the law and its various provisions. It seemed clear that the system, which was the
newest Arab civil legislation, sided with the Latin approach, and was a legitimate son of the Egyptian civil law, moving
away from the orientation of the Arab civil laws that were influenced by Islamic jurisprudence, such as the civil laws in
Iraq and Jordan, and the civil transactions laws in the Emirates and Oman. However, the regime’s influence by the
Egyptian Civil Code did not prevent it from deviating from the latter’s provisions on several occasions, or introducing new
texts and provisions that suit the social and economic necessities in the Kingdom, some of which it borrowed from the
French Civil Code as recently amended by the decree of February 10, 2016.

Keywords: Saudi civil transactions system, Sources of obligation, Contractual negotiations, Legal value of the offer,
Deposit, Framework agreement, Right to withdraw, Theory of emergency circumstances, Guarantee of harmful action.
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obligations, Un supplément Au Code Civil 2016, Dalloz.
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obligation, 11 édition, Paris, Dalloz, 2019.
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Au Code Civil 2016, Dalloz. V. aussi. Jo. 11
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THE EXTENT TO WHICH ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE CAN
ACQUIRE COPYRIGHTS: A FORWARD-LOOKING ANALYTICAL
STUDY IN LIGHT OF UAE LEGISLATION

Nasr Aboul Fotouh Farid Hassan
Associate Professor of Civil Law, College of Law, Ajman University
n.farid@ajman.ac.ae

(Received 11/09/1445 H., Accepted for Publication 28/02/1446 H.)

Abstract. The research aims to address the extent to which artificial intelligence can acquire copyrights in light of the
legislative system of the United Arab Emirates. The problem of the research is that the description of the author in UAE
legislation is only proven for a natural person who can innovate and has the legal personality that makes him fit to acquire
the right and bear the obligation. This has led to some confusion about the validity of artificial intelligence technologies
being considered copyright in accordance with the UAE copyright protection laws, and has imposed a challenge on the
UAE Legislation Laboratory in modernizing the country’s legislative system and its responses to modern technical
developments in light of the UAE’s strategy for artificial intelligence. To achieve this goal, we adopted the analytical
approach, and this analysis was also accompanied by anticipating and predicting future problems related to artificial
intelligence and copyright. The research concluded with several results, the most important of which are: that there is a
clear discrepancy between the tremendous technological development of artificial intelligence and the traditional rules for
copyright protection in the legislative system of the United Arab Emirates, and this has led to a legislative deficiency;
Therefore, we recommended to the UAE Legislative Laboratory two types of recommendations, one related to amending
current legislation and the second related to issuing integrated legislation that addresses all issues related to artificial
intelligence technologies, provided that this organization takes into account certain controls in order to fill all the
shortcomings in the current legislative system.

Keywords: Copyright, Artificial intelligence, Legal personality, Copyright, Ownership of the work.
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(26) Nicolas Sabouret, Comprendre l'intelligence artificielle,
éditions Ellipses, Paris. (2019). p. 33.
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(30) Sylvain Beorchia, Intelligence artificielle et Internet des Objets
dans le bloc du future, Univ Européenne, (2018), p. 44.

(31) Frédéric Scibetta, Yvon Moysan, L'Internet des objets et la
data: L'intelligence artificielle comme rupture stratégique,
Dunod, (2018), p. 53.
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Peter Norvig, Stuart Russell, Intelligence artificielle,
PEARSON; 4e edition, (2021), p. 278.
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(36) Jean Felix Par Coeur, Robotique et intelligence artificielle,
Editions Edilivre, Paris, (2018), p. 155.
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(34) Dominique Lambert, La robotique et l'intelligence
artificielle, éditions Fidélité, (2019), p. 105.
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ANDRE BERTRAND, “le droit d'auteur et les droits
voisins”, dalloz, 2e éditions, (1999). p. 35.
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(113) Huber de Vauplane, La personnalité juridique des robots,
in mélange en I’honneur de Jean-Jacques Daigre, Joly
éditions, (2017), p. 80.
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(120) Corinne Thiérache et Alice Marie, « Créations artistiques et
intelligence artificielle », Op. Cite, P103.
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(117) Hugues Bersini L’intelligence artificielle peut-elle
engendrer des artistes authentiques? Op. Cite, p. 35.
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Pierre-Yves Gautier, Nathalie Blanc Droit de la propriété
littéraire et artistique, Op. Cite, p. 85.
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THE LEGAL REVIEW OF CYBER WEAPONS IN LIGHT OF
ARTICLE (36) OF THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL I TO THE
GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949

Abdelnaser Sayid Mohamed Aljahani

Associate Professor of International Law, College of Law, University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates
(Received 29/10/1445 H., Accepted for Publication 28/02/1446 H.)

Abstract. Article (36) of the Additional Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 requires from States Parties upon
study, development, acquisition or adoption of new weapons or methods of warfare to determine whether the new weapon
is prohibited under international humanitarian law. Article (36) of Additional Protocol I was originally designed for
reviewing and evaluating the conventional weapons, which are largely dominant at the time, and the drafters did not
consider using it to evaluate the cyber weapons.

Following the development of military artificial intelligence, and the widespread use of cyber weapons in wars over the
past few years, complex legal challenges have arisen regarding the legality of the use, development, and deployment of
cyber weapons in light of principles and rules of international humanitarian law, due to their capacity to disrupt the vital
infrastructure, endanger human lives to risk and causing them to suffer serious damage during armed conflicts.

This research addresses the legal review of cyber weapons in light of Article (36) of the Additional Protocol I to the
Geneva Conventions of 1949, in which the main legal challenges will be examined, including the nature cyber weapons,
and how to evaluate them in light rules and principles of international humanitarian law, specifically the principles
discrimination, military necessity, proportionality, and environmental harm.

Keywords: Legal review, Cyber weapons, Discrimination, Proportionality.
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Conventions of 12 August 1949 and relating to the
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts,
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(33) A Guide to the Legal Review of New Weapons, Means and
Methods of Warfare: Measures to Implement Article (36)
of Additional Protocol I of 1977 (International Committee
of the Red Cross Geneva, January 2006), p. 948.
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COPYRIGHT AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Rakan F. Alrdaan
Associate Professor of Law, Department of Law, Faculty of Sharia and Law, University of Tabuk

(Received 22/05/1446 H., Accepted for Publication 17/03/1447 H.)

Abstract. In the era of rapid technological advancement, artificial intelligence (AI) has emerged as a transformative force
across various domains. Though Al makes positive contributions in many fields, there are complex challenges that have
been created with its emergence. Among these are issues related to the field of intellectual property — specifically,
copyrights — in a landscape where copyrights fall between the hammer of Al realities and the anvil of intellectual property
laws. Modern Al can produce intellectual works that are sometimes superior to those achieved by humans and at a level of
creativity that makes those works subject, in principle, to legal protection. This technological era has made it necessary to
reconsider existing legal frameworks in order to examine their suitability and adaptability to this new reality. Therefore,
this study will address the most important aspects related to this dilemma, such as the relationship between Al and
copyrights, the extent to which works created by Al can retain legal protection and the issue of determining the ownership
of such works’ copyrights.

Keywords: Copyright, Artificial Intelligence, Intellectual property.
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Abstract. This research addresses the topic of procedures and alternative measures to disciplinary sanctions for public
employee by examining the current organization of disciplinary sanctions in various civil service legislations, evaluating
their effectiveness and their achievement of objectives, and assessing their alignment with the principles upon which they
are based, particularly the principle of personal punishment and their compatibility with recent developments relevant
fields. The study also explores the nature of alternative procedures and measures to disciplinary sanctions for public
employees and their types, in accordance with the general principles of public employment.

The study concludes that current disciplinary sanctions need alternative procedures and measures that both prevent the
imposition of disciplinary sanctions on employees and enhance the objectives of punishment and the principle of personal
responsibility while keeping pace with developments in various fields.

Keywords: Disciplinary sanctions, Public employee, Alternative procedures and measures.
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COMMITTEES FOR IMPLEMENTING THE GOVERNMENT

TENDERS AND PROCUREMENT SYSTEM: AN ANALYTICAL STUDY

Abdullah bin Laiyg Alshammari
Assistant Professor, Law Department, College of Business Administration, University of Hafr Al Batin
Mobile: 0505284429, Email: alalshammari@uhb.edu.sa

(Received 28/02/1446 H., Accepted for Publication 17/03/1447 H.)

Abstract. The issuance of the Government Tenders and Procurement Law in 1440 A.H. marks an important step in
achieving the objectives of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030. This law seeks to enhance the efficiency of government spending
in procurement processes, prevent the exploitation of authority and the influence of personal interests, and achieve the best
value for public funds.

Accordingly, the Saudi legislator has established guarantees to ensure the proper implementation of the law through
two measures: The first involves forming specialized committees within government entities that operate under defined
mechanisms to ensure the correct application of the law. The second entails adopting a code of conduct and ethics for those
responsible for implementing the law and its regulations, ensuring that their private interests do not conflict with the
interests of government entities.

Since most members of these committees in government entities are not legal specialists, and their number is
considerable across the board, there arises a need to consolidate the provisions governing these committees into a single
reference. This would facilitate access to their rulings and regulations, ensuring ease of reference and clear guidelines.
Keywords: Committees, Tenders and procurement, Prequalification, Postqualification, Bid evaluation, Ethics.
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SUBSTANTIVE CRIMINAL POLICY FOR COMBATING HUMAN
TRAFFICKING IN UAE LEGISLATION: AN ANALYTICAL STUDY
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Abstract. This research presents a critical analytical study of the substantive criminal policy adopted by the UAE legislator
in combating human trafficking, particularly in light of the developments culminating in the issuance of Federal Decree-
Law No. (24) of 2023. The study highlights the extent to which the UAE legal framework aligns with international
standards—most notably the Palermo Protocol of 2000—through adopting a broad and flexible definition of the crime. This
definition includes emerging forms of exploitation such as forced begging and the harvesting of human tissues, and
considers children and legally incapacitated individuals as victims regardless of coercive means.

The research reviews the system of principal and ancillary penalties, as well as aggravating and mitigating
circumstances, focusing on the degree to which the legislation balances effective deterrence with the protection of victims,
especially vulnerable groups. It also examines corporate criminal liability within the scope of this crime and recommends
strengthening institutional and judicial mechanisms to ensure the effective and equitable enforcement of legal provisions.
Keywords: Human trafficking, Criminal policy, UAE legislation.
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